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Pro Staff News 

  Team Ocean Kayak’s Vincent Rinando and Sam Rinando competed against a 
strong field of power boat guides in the third event of the Galveston Trophy Trout Series in 
Galveston, Texas.  This is a three man, three trout event with a live weigh in.  Since this is a 
power boat event, Team Ocean Kayak has been utilizing the Ocean Kayak Torque to get them 
to and from their fishing destination.  Competing against some of the best professional guides 
in the state who fish for speckled trout almost every day is a challenge.  Our team concentrates 
on catching redfish for the majority of the year, and locating and catching trophy speckled 
trout is now our main focus.  Team Ocean Kayak placed 13th in this event, coming into the 
event in 13th place for Team of the Year. 
 The Galveston Trophy trout series has it’s final event in February, and the champion-
ship in March.  Like many of the power boat tournaments in our area, we were the only kayak 
team entered.  We are a well recognized face in the power boat tournament scene in the Gal-
veston area, competing against many of the same professional fishing guides and anglers in 
both redfish and trout tournaments.  Weather has been a big factor for us in the previous tour-
naments, temperatures seem to be too warm and the winds too strong for us to fish our normal 
spots and we have had to scramble to find fish.  Hopefully the February tournament will give 
us the opportunity to fish for trout in our normal places.  This event also held a toys for tots 
charity benefiting the Children’s Center of Galveston, it was nice to see the donations put a 
smile on some kids faces for Christmas, and we were honored to be able to help some needy 
families. 
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  Team Ocean Kayak’s Jeff Herman recently had his running article published in Gulf Coast Fisherman 
Magazine, which is on news stands now, just in time for the holidays.  Jeff’s article focuses on catching trophy trout 
during the winter. 
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 Team Ocean Kayak Vincent Rinando, Sam Rinando and Captain 
Filip Spencer were able to locate some quality trophy trout in the month 
of December.  Vincent’s picture of his trout was publish in the Winter 
2012 edition of the Gulf Coast Fisherman magazine that accompanied 
Jeff Herman’s article on fishing for winter trout.  Sam Rinando was able 
to locate his personal best trout to date at 29.5 inches and a whopping 
8.5lbs,  Sam’s fish is at the taxidermist and will be prominently dis-
played on his wall.  Not to be outdone Captain Filip Spencer located a 
trophy 30.5 inch speckled trout only a few days later.  This is the time of 
year when Team Ocean Kayak can concentrate on trout instead of the 
usual tournament sized redfish,  it’s a great change of pace from slogging 
around in knee deep mud looking for redfish in inches of water in the 
heat of summer. 
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