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 Team Ocean Kayak’s 
Vincent Rinando, Clint Barghi, 
and Sam Rinando fished in the 
first Galveston Trophy Trout Se-
ries as a three man team.  The 
Galveston Trophy Trout Series is 
a speckled trout tournament 
event where one to three man 
teams fish for three speckled 
trout.  Team Ocean Kayak was 
the only kayak team entered in 
this event, which has some of the 
most respected speckled trout 
fishing guides on the Texas coast competing in this tournament.  Known for our redfish tour-
nament wins, there seems to be an added respect factor involved in trout fishing tournaments.  
Unlike redfish, which tend to stay in a given area over a period of time, speckled trout roam 
the bays and finding and staying on quality trout is a special skill.  Having not fished for trout 
in over 8 months, our team was a little rusty, but we are spending the vast majority of our time 
now targeting speckled trout instead of redfish.  The tournament series has one event each 
month from October through February, with an invitational championship held in March.  We 
started out the day great adding three quality trout to our stringers early.  This proved to be as 
much of a curse as a blessing as we learned some valuable lessons about keeping trout alive in 
a kayak.  Boaters have the advantage of putting a trout into an onboard live well without hav-
ing to handle the fish too much.  We took out two of our Ocean Kayak Torques (equipped with 
a trolling motor), to allow us to cover as much area as possible.  We quickly learned to keep an 
eye on the fish as we ran one over with the prop and ended up killing that fish.  We also 
learned that trout do not handle the stress of being pulled around in the kayak as easily as red-
fish, as our biggest trout also died.  In this tournament a dead fish gives you a half pound pen-
alty per fish.  As luck would have it, we had to weigh in a smaller fish as our two largest trout 
ended up dead.  The dead trout with the half pound penalty for our largest trout tumbled the 
team from 5th place to 9th place overall as many of the stringers were similar in weight.  It 
was a good showing for the team, as we competed against seasoned speckled trout fishing 
guides who fish for trout on a daily basis. 
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 Team Ocean Kayak 
again helped sponsor The 
Float the Boat fundraiser.  
Jeff Herman and Rick Spill-
man hung a donated Necky 
Manitou in Galveston's Mod 
Coffee shop in August. As 
the decorative center piece 
for the islands most popu-
lar fundraiser, it was seen 
by thousands, and sold 
countless raffle tickets. 
The Necky brand was con-
sidered the primary sponsor 
for the event and Jeff had 
the donation and brand 
mentioned in 3 publica-
tions. (Pictured).  
 In addition to maga-
zine coverage there was 
news coverage as well. The 
Necky Manitou was again 
front and center the night 
of Galveston's  Art Walk 
Gala, and was seen by 
more than an estimated 
2000 people as the center 
piece of Artist Boat's Float 
the Boat campaign. The 
raffle announcement was 
standing room only, and 
the winner couldn't have 
been a better pick. The 
lucky winner was Kelly 
Drinnen of the Flower Gar-
dens National Marine Sanc-
tuary!   
 Team Ocean Kayak is thrilled to continue helping Artist Boat and their efforts to educate our states 
school children through kayaking. Additionally, the brand recognition created cannot be understated, and 
we hope to continue this partnership in the future." 
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 Team Ocean Kayak’s Captain Filip Spencer was on hand for the annual Yak Attack tournament that benefits 
Camp Aranzazu.  Camp Aranzazu (pronounced Ah ran' zah zoo) is a not-for-profit, year-round camp facility specially 
designed to serve the needs of people with chronic illnesses or disabilities. The barrier-free facility features paved walk-
ways to assist wheelchair travel, specialized equipment to enable maximum participation in water sports and other 
physical activities, as well as a medical facility for campers requiring daily medications.  Team Ocean Kayak donated a 
few items from our sponsors and was recognized as a sponsor for the event, along with a few of our sponsors.  It was a 
great day on the water to benefit a great cause, including a few wounded soldiers that were present for and fished the 
event.   
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